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Process Paper

Going into the research process, we were interested in studying a topic that would
expand our historical knowledge beyond events taught in our high school classes. After reading
a fictional book about a young woman growing up during the Troubles, we became intrigued by
the topic. At the time, Northern Ireland had been in the news due to rising tensions in the
territory following Brexit and we felt it would be an especially pertinent event to study.
Researching this topic gave us insight into not only the sectarian violence of the Troubles, but
the impacts of British colonization on the island. We wanted to be creative with the theme and
challenge ourselves to reexamine the definition of frontiers. We were interested in focusing on
frontiers as physical borders, which were at the heart of the conflict during the Troubles. This
line of thinking prompted us to research how physical borders perpetuate conflict globally, not
only in Northern Ireland.

We began our research by gaining background knowledge through reading articles and
primary resources. We found the book The Centre Cannot Hold by Tom Collins and the special
report Northern Ireland from the London Sunday Times Insight Team both very informative
sources that helped us understand the different, and sometimes contrasting, perspectives of the
Troubles. After gaining general knowledge, we dove deeper into our research. At the East Side
Freedom Library, we discovered books, both primary and secondary, that developed our
nuanced understanding of the time period. In addition, we visited the Wilson Library at the
University of Minnesota where we found a large collection of books on Northern Ireland, as well
as US government reports on foreign policy developments in the region, which aided our
comprehensive research.

Choosing to present our project as a documentary was a relatively easy decision
because of our love for the medium, which allows us to creatively convey our research. With a
time limit rather than word limit, we had more freedom with what we were able to include in our
argument. After writing and revising our script, we recorded our narration in GarageBand. With
this recording, we used Final Cut Pro to compile our documentary. Using video, images, and
historical footage along with graphics we created, we visually represented our research in a way
that engages the audience.

Lasting nearly three decades, the Troubles was a period of sectarian violence between
Catholic nationalists and Protestant unionists in Northern Ireland. Erupting in 1968 after a series
of civil rights marches, the conflict reflected rising distrust along ethnic, religious, and
socioeconomic lines and led to an era of fighting over borders. Fortified frontiers went up
between Protestant and Catholic neighborhoods, enforcing segregation and inciting division.
There would be over 3,500 deaths before the Good Friday Agreement, a permanent ceasefire,
was signed in 1998. However, in the 21st century, many of the physical frontiers separating
once integrated Protestant and Catholic neighborhoods remain.
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is still necessary as many still assign blame. By reading this book we were able to gain an

understanding of that victimization and blame, how some ignore the nuances of the conflict.
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‘71. Directed by Yann Demange, StudioCanal, 2014.

71 is an English drama released in recent years that follows a British soldier who is
deployed to Belfast as a peacekeeper and then becomes involved in an altercation that causes
him to be pursued by the Provisional IRA and the British military. Watching this movie, although
it is dramatized, helped us understand the undercurrents of tension that dictated life where

soldiers and citizens coexisted on the same streets.
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prioritized over Britain to the international community. Biden praised the peace in Northern
Ireland after rising tensions and violence following Brexit. This footage helped us understand the
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This is a photo of an Irish politician holding the Good Friday Agreement.

https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2021/mar/15/ira-brighton-bomber-patrick-magee-s
couted-labour-conference-seven-years-earlier
This is a photo of Free Derry.

https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-63313156
This is a photo of a wall with soldiers and ‘Vote Sinn Fein’ is written on it.

compared-with-pira-1.3602395
This is an image of IRA car bombings in Belfast.

https://lwww.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-49299060
This is a photo of a Brexit protest in Northern Ireland.

https://lwww.theguardian.com/cities/2017/oct/30/frestonia-london-commune-squatters
This is a photo of youth around a peace wall.


https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-63059506
https://www.irishamerica.com/2023/01/irish-peace-process/
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-43560637
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2021/mar/15/ira-brighton-bomber-patrick-magee-scouted-labour-conference-seven-years-earlier
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2021/mar/15/ira-brighton-bomber-patrick-magee-scouted-labour-conference-seven-years-earlier
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-63313156
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/old-ira-disappearances-off-the-scale-compared-with-pira-1.3602395
https://www.irishtimes.com/news/ireland/irish-news/old-ira-disappearances-off-the-scale-compared-with-pira-1.3602395
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-49299060
https://www.theguardian.com/cities/2017/oct/30/frestonia-london-commune-squatters

ce-1.5262640
This is an image of a wall painted ‘End Sectarianism’ presented by the Workers Party.
https://www.tate.org.uk/art/archive/items/tga-201011-3-1-106-2/henderson-photograph-of-

children-playing-in-the-street
This is a chaotic photo of children at a youth center in Northern Ireland.

https://lwww.newscentermaine.com/video/entertainment/television/bill-greens-maine/scot
s-of-dunbar/97-8096008

This is a photo of Oliver Cromwell leading his conquest.

https://Iwww.irishnews.coml/lifestyle/2021/05/04/news/leona-o-neill-it-s-still-too-soon-for-a-
eaceful-future-2308925/
This is an image of the Northern Ireland and Republic of Ireland border.

https://archive.niassembly.gov.uk/io/summary/new_summary.htm
This is an image of the Northern Ireland Assembly.

united-ireland-if-our-kids-are-to-have-a-

https://lwww.ohio.edu/cas/sociology-anthropology/about/cultural

This is a photo of a statue in Derry.

https://www.nytimes.com/2022/01/29/world/europe/bloody-sunday-ireland.html

This is an image of people fighting on Bloody Sunday.
https://lwww.theguardian.com/thequardian/from-the-archive-blog/2011/jun/01/guardian190
-bloody-sunday-1972

This is an image of British officers on Bloody Sunday.

phs.html

This is a series of colorized photos taken during the Irish Civil War.
h :/Iwww.thecanadianencycl ia. n/articl -h
This is a photo of the Irish potato famine.

https://lwww.archives.gov/publications/record/1998/05/kennedy-materials-claims.html
These are a series of photographs of the Anglo-Irish treaty of 1921.

https://lwww.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-foyle-west-43821276
This is an image of a NICRA Derry protest poster.
https://lwww.irishnews.com/arts/thebluffer/2021/01/07/news/dinnseanchas-agus-seanfhoc

al---an-irish-place-name-and-a-proverb-2176396/
This is a political cartoon of British colonization.
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https://www.ohio.edu/cas/sociology-anthropology/about/cultural
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https://www.theguardian.com/theguardian/from-the-archive-blog/2011/jun/01/guardian190-bloody-sunday-1972
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4850290/Ireland-s-Civil-War-colourised-photographs.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4850290/Ireland-s-Civil-War-colourised-photographs.html
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/sod-houses
https://www.archives.gov/publications/record/1998/05/kennedy-materials-claims.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-foyle-west-43821276
https://www.irishnews.com/arts/thebluffer/2021/01/07/news/dinnseanchas-agus-seanfhocal---an-irish-place-name-and-a-proverb-2176396/
https://www.irishnews.com/arts/thebluffer/2021/01/07/news/dinnseanchas-agus-seanfhocal---an-irish-place-name-and-a-proverb-2176396/

https://centenariestimeline.com/1922_INI.html

This is a poster detailing the policy of internment.
https://www.theguardian.com/culture/2000/apr/10/artsfeatures.northernireland

This is an image of a civil rights march.
https://www.theguardian.com/books/series/toptens+history

This photo of firefighters on a smoky street in Northern Ireland.

https://lwww.nbcnews.com/news/world/uk-weighs-northern-ireland-amnesty-bid-spare-vet

erans-rcna4806

This is a photo of young men rioting in the streets.
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-northern-ireland-61585654

This is a photo of Stormont.
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2019/sep/08/johnson-has-reneged-on-good-friday-a

greement-vows-says-eu
This is a photo of the Good Friday Agreement.

https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/boris-johnson-will-be-disaster-u-k-he-ll-be-ncna1
033766

This is an image of an RUC officer in front of a graffitied wall.
https://cdh.jhu.edu/

This is a photo of old Gaelic text.

https://artuk.org/discover/artists/walton-stuart-b-1933

This is a photo of peace walls in Belfast.

This is a photo of NICRA protesters.
h JIwww. .com/news/uk- land-61825917
This photo shows rioters throwing rocks.

https://www.theirishstory.com/tag/plantation-of-munster/#.ZEMiWS_MLq0
This is a photo of the Plantation of Ulster.

https://lwww.gettyimages.com/detail/news-photo/director-andrew-davis-wife-adrianne-dav

is-writer-director-news-photo/51699033
This is a photo of the peace talks between Sinn Fein and British politicians.

This is a photo of a violent riot at a Belfast peace wall in recent years.
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https://www.derryjournal.com/news/arts-events-explore-role-women-civil-rights-derry-246139
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https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-scotland-61825917
https://www.theirishstory.com/tag/plantation-of-munster/#.ZEMiWS_MLq0
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This is an image of IRA graffiti on a Derry building.

https://www.gettyimages.com/photos/ira-graffiti
This is a photo of two young boys under IRA graffiti.

https://lwww.irishnews.com/news/qfa20/2018/04/09/news/good-friday-agreement-a-timelin
e-1299868/

This is an image of the Good Friday Agreement pamphlet.
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/new-ira-brexit-recruit- -irish-bo
rder-a8890301.html

This is an image of an IRA street sign.

http://www.peacewall-archive.net/history
This is a photo of a make-shift peace wall in Belfast.

http://www.peacewall-archive.net/history

This is an image of a British soldier walking through a neighborhood in Londonderry.

Video:
“The Troubles | Northern Ireland | the British Army.” Thames TV, 1969.

This is video footage of the British Army on the streets of Belfast.

“Bloody Sunday.” OnDemand News, 1972.

This is a video of the protest and aftermath of Bloody Sunday.

“Northern Ireland 1972: The Worst Year Yet.” AP Archives, 1972.
This is a video of various scenes from conflict between nationalists and unionists across

Northern Ireland.

“The Troubles | Northern Ireland | Orangemen March.” Thames TV, 1970.

This is a video of Protestant marching season and subsequent nationalist rioting.

“Divided and Damaged: Northern Ireland's Peace Walls.” Real Stories, 2021.
This video includes an interview with Professor Phil Scranton of Queen's University
Belfast.
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